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'd like to teach the world to

. . . dance.

That seems to be Fabian

Barnes’s motto. The 33-year-
old Dance Theatre of Harlem mem-
ber is in Washington this summer
giving area youths a nearly profession-
al dance experience under the auspic-
es of his Dance Institute of Washing-
ton. Barnes founded the organization
in 1987 and has been here every
summer since, giving something back
to the city that he says “enabled me to
become a teacher and choreogra-
pher.”

Barnes lived here from 1984 to
1988 between stints with DTH,
teaching at the fabled Jones-Haywood
School of Ballet. “It's where [ learned
how to share my talent. [ love to teach
here,” he says.

For the sumimer program’s faculty,
Barnes called on fellow DTH mem-
bers Dean Anderson, Tassia Hooks,
Patricia Roberts Harms, Karen
Brown, Patrick Johnson and Vince
Collins, and two principal DTH danc-
ers—Donald Williams and Kelly Gor-
don—will come down for the pro-
gram'’s season finale.

“It’s a lot of what the Dance The-
atre is all about. It gets translated
from [DTH founder and Artistic Di-
rector] Arthur Mitchell to us. Our
dance 1s a way of uplifting the commu-
nity no matter where the community
1s: Harlem, Southeast, Northwest, in
South Africa.”

This summer the institute is train-
ing 20 Washington youths from age
16 to 21, as well as a handful of
college students. “The thing that's
unique is we give students a chance to
work side by side with seasoned pro-
fessionals, and we give insight into
what it takes to make dance a career.”

But all is not well, Barnes is quick
to point out. “Because of budget cuts,
the whole program may be in jeopar-
dy. Our primary sponsor is D.C.
Art/Works, and they've had to cut
down on funding. We get help from
the Kennedy Center education depart-
ment, and George Washington Uni-
versity donates space for an office and
rehearsals, but for the first time we'll
have to charge money for the final
performance.”

That show will be held Aug. 5 and 6
at Lisner Auditorium, and, while in-
cluding some DTH dancers, it will
focus on the students. “It’s all about
the kids. What | would like to see
happen is for this to turn into a
year-round training program for D.C.
youth.”

Come September, Barnes will be
back in New York for another season
dancing with DTH.

“I've got some time left, I'll put it
that way,” he says, laughing at a
question about his durability. “I'm try-
ing to find the right balance of dancing
and teaching. It's not time to quit yet,
but to be honest, I am working toward
a career transition. A lot of dancers
don’t prepare for the day they won't



